
From NGA 28 Feb news bulletin 
 
FINANCIAL CUTS 
This week, Ofsted released a report exploring the financial pressures that schools across 
England are facing, the decisions that are being made at leadership level and the role of 
Ofsted in assessing financial performance within a school through the leadership and 
management judgement. The report stated there was limited evidence that academic 
attainment and progress have been affected by financial pressures but also said this could 
be linked to other factors such as teacher workload and the overall quality of teaching, in 
addition to meeting the needs of pupils with complex needs. Following the findings of this 
report, Ofsted aim to have conversations with leaders, governors and trustees to identify the 
value of inspectors entering schools with financial indicators. 
 
SAFEGUARDING 
Those governing have a variety of obligations, but one of the most important is their 
commitments to safeguarding and ensuring that children at their school are safe. Governors 
and trustees should know that the key guidance which outlines their obligations is Keeping 
Children Safe in Education. 
 
The Department for Education (DfE) is consulting on their proposed revised document for 
2020. Additions to this version include a new section on children who need a social worker, 
and a rewritten part three which has been significantly edited for clarity. 
 
NGA would encourage members to respond to the consultation themselves, or send any 
feedback to William Markey to input into our response 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE ON THE CURRICULUM 
The climate change conversation is continuing this week with more discussions on 
embedding climate change into the national curriculum. While in previous years the national 
curriculum included teaching environmental topics, this is no longer the case and pupils are 
pushing back. 
 
Further details of the Teach the Future campaign, mentioned in NGA’s newsletter last week, 
were discussed in an article in TES which outlined the six fundamental goals of the 
campaign; a complete review of the education system, inclusion of climate specific 
knowledge into teaching training, an English Climate Emergency Education Act, changes to 
regulations on new state-funded educational buildings, a national Climate Emergency Youth 
Voice grant fund and a Youth Climate and Ecological Endowment fund. 
 
With young people paving the way, there is a clear focus for the potential future of 
environmental education. NGA wants to know what you think about sustainable governing 
boards and to discuss more, please contact Madison Gough 
 
VISIBLE GOVERNANCE 
To celebrate and promote the value that good governance brings to the school system and 
the people that volunteer for the role, we are encouraging members to take part in our Visible 
Governance in Schools campaign.  School and trust governance is almost always invisible 
when it’s working well but very much in the spotlight when things go wrong. Through this 
campaign, we want to achieve a higher profile and a better understanding of governance to 
further improve the lives of children and their communities.   We’ve come up with a list of 
simple actions that you can take as an individual or as a governing board to highlight what 
you do and why you do it. Take a look at the list here. The first-ever school governance 
awareness week is planned (6 to 12 June). There is a resource pack for governing boards to 
ensure they are visible at school level. 
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